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Reflect: Religious traditions served to shape and maintain definitions of gender difference. At the same time, they intersected with ideas about gender central to other social structures, such as the family, community, or state. The complexity of religious texts and traditions, both within and among religious traditions, resulted in multiple interpretations in terms of the applicability of ideals and beliefs to personal and group conduct yet still retained core gender distinctions. Comparison of beliefs and the centrality of gender difference to them reveals ideas and ideals about proper gender roles and relationships not merely within specific religious traditions but also for the societies within which these value systems operate. Consult Critical Thinking: A Guide to Skillful Reasoning (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. as you formulate your response.	 
Write: In an initial post of at least 250-300 words, explain how historians analyze the relationship between religious ideas and gender constructs. Consider how religious beliefs shape definitions of gender difference and, at the same time, are affected by broader gender structures in society. Using Chapter 5 as your launch point for general concepts, use your chosen reading to illustrate one of the following points with reference to a specific historical context. Remember to cite specific examples from the required reading and your chosen scholarly source in your response to one of the following points:
How did religious ideas about gender hierarchy or complementarity affect gender structures in the family, community, or state? Or, operating in the other direction, how did ideas about gender hierarchy or complementarity in the family, community, or state affect religious ideas about gender difference? With what larger significance?
How did religious ideas about gender roles affect the exercise of spiritual authority? What was the relationship between spiritual authority and authority in the family, community, or state? Who could hold or exercise this authority? Why? With what larger significance?
Compare or contrast ideas about gender roles and relationships in two different religious traditions. Which elements of these traditions are similar? Which elements are distinct? How would adherence to one religious tradition or the other affect women’s lives? How would it affect men’s lives?
Examine the impact of fundamentalist strains within a single religion or among different religious traditions on ideas about gender roles and relationships. What other social structures are impacted or impact fundamentalist religious belief? How do these beliefs and their wider influence affect women’s lives? How do they affect men’s lives?
